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COMMENT  LETTERS  AND  RESPONSES 

This  volume  contains  complete  copies  of  comment  letters  received  on  the  Draft 
EIS ,  and  Forest  Service  responses  to  them.  There  were  212  comment  letters 
received  within  the  comment  period  that  ended  on  March  25,  1994.  Each  of  these 
is  reproduced  here  along  with  a  Forest  Service  response. 

In  some  cases,  where  a  comment  is  similar  to  an  earlier  one,  the  response 
merely  refers  the  reader  to  that  earlier  response.  Some  comments  were  received 
from  several  sources  but  having  identical  content.  In  these  cases  the  comment 
letter  appears  only  once  and  is  responded  to  only  once  as  well . 

In  many  cases  comments  prompted  changes  to  be  made  between  the  draft  and  final 
EIS.  Some  led  us  to  modify  the  preferred  alternative.  Others  led  us  to  other 
alternatives.  Some  comments  led  to  editorial  improvements  in  the  documents. 

Several  commentors  included,  as  part  of  their  comment  letter,  one  or  more 
lengthy  attachments.  In  these  cases  we  have  omitted  the  attachments  and  listed 
what  had  been  attached.  These  attachments  are  included  with  the  original 
letters  in  the  analysis  file  for  the  RCW  EIS  and  are  available. 

On  the  following  page  is  an  alphabetical  listing  of  all  comment  letters 
received . 
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COMMENTS  RECEIVED 


GOVERNMENT 


Agency 

City  of  Austin 

Dept,  of  Education  Smith  Cty. 

Dept  of  Environment,  Parks  &  Recreation 
Oklahoma  Dept,  of  Wildlife  Conservation 
Jasper  Cty  Board  of  Supervisors 
LA  Dept,  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry 
Perry  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Perry  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Perry  County  Schools 
SC  Wildlife  &  Marine  Resources  Dept. 
Scott  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Smith  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Texas  Parks  &  Wildlife  Dept. 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
Union  Public  School  District 
Wayne  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
Western  Line  School  District 
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ORGANIZATIONS  AND  BUSINESSES 


Name 


Alabama  Woodpecker  League 
Alabama  Audubon  Council 
Almond  Bros.  Lumber  &  Supply,  Inc. 
Arkansas  Forestry  Association 
Atlanta  Audubon  Society 
Attorney  at  Law 
Audubon  Council  of  Texas 
Bienville  Quail  Association 
Carter  Wood,  Inc. 

Columbus  Lumber 
Consulting  Foresters,  Ltd. 

Conway  Pole  &  Piling,  Co.,  Inc. 

Dixieland  Forest  Products 

Donald  S.  Bell  and  Associates,  A.C.F. 

Dulaney  Law  Firm 

Energy-Wood  Management 

Feldman  Lumber  Co,  Inc 

FL  Chapter  -  The  Wildlife  Society 

Florida  Forestry  Association 

Franklin  Timber  Company 

G&G  Forestry  Associates, Inc. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corp. 

Georgia-Pacific  Corporation 
Gibbs  and  Sons  Electric,  Inc. 

Gulf  Lumber  Company,  Inc. 

Hancock  Lumber  7  Forest  Products 
Hankins  Lumber  Company,  Inc. 

Helena  Chemical  Company 
Hood  Industries,  Inc. 

International  Paper 
International  Paper 
International  Paper 
Joint  Medical  Products  Corp. 

Kentucky  Forest  Industries  Association 
Komp  Equipment  Co,  Inc. 

Komp  Equipment  Co,  Inc. 

l.C.  White  Forest  Consultant  Services 

Lamb's  Realty  &  Forestry 

Lape  Industrial 

Louisiana  Forestry  Association 
Louisiana  Pine  Straw  Assoc. 
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ORGANIZATIONS  AND  BUSINESSES 


Name 


Mississippi  Federal  Timber  Council 
Mississippi  Federal  Timber  Council 
Mississippi  Forestry  Commission 
Moore-Alsworth  Forest  Consultants,  Inc. 

Mountain  City  Lumber  Company 
National  Wild  Turkey  Federation,  Inc. 

Nat ' 1  Council  of  the  Paper  Industry  for  Air  and  Stream  Imp.,  Inc. 

Oktibbeha  Audubon  Society 

Orleans  Audubon  Society 

Ouachita  N.F.  Timber  Purchasers  Group 

Progress  Wood 

Provine  Helicopter  Service,  Inc. 

Robinson  Farms,  Inc. 

Rollins  Pulpwood  and  Timber  Co. 

Sierra  Club 
Sierra  Club 

Sierra  Club  -  Lone  Star  Chapter 
Soule  Steam  Feed  Works 

Southeastern  Lumber  Manu.  Assoc.,  Inc. 

Southern  Environmental  Law  Center 
Southern  Land  Management,  Inc. 

Southern  Lumber  Company,  Inc. 

Southern  Resource  Service,  Inc. 

Southern  Timber  Purchasers  Council 
Stuart  Brothers,  Inc. 

T.F.  Evans  Lumber  Co,  Inc. 

Tall  Timbers 
Tall  Timbers 

Texas  Committee  on  Natural  Resources 
TimberCorp 

Timberland  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Trail  Riders  of  Houston 

Weyerhaeuser 

Wildlife  Wood  Carving 

Wilkerson  &  Crawford,  Attorneys  at  Law 
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It  is  important  to  tell  in  this  document  how  the  strateg 
policy  of  multiple-use  will  fragment  RCW  populations  and^b 
impacts  will  be  identified  and  managed. 


On  page  74,  you  talka-bout  patch  size  limitation  but  then 
never  give  one.  Please  give  what  patch  size  limitations  there 
will  be  and  define  what  a  patch  cut  is. 
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Keep  adequate  foraging  habitat  at  30  years  or  older 


DANIEL  BOONE  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  KENTUCKY 
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1  Author  acknowledges  the  London  Ranger  District  for  supplying 
data  on  the  cluster  sites  and  pine-pine/hardwood  habitat  by 
compartment  for  the  three  southern  districts. 


TABLE  I 


DANIEL  BOOMS  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  KENTUCKY 

Aoras  of  Pina-Pina/Hardwood  in  Habitat  Managaaant  Araa\ 
(by  Dictriot) 


District 

Total  Aoras 
of  Included 
Conpartmants 

Paroant 

Pina-Pina/ 

Hardwood 

Aoras 

Pina-Pina/ 

Hardwood 

Aoras  in  Diffarant  Aga  Groups 
% 

>•0 

30-80 

<30 

LONDON 

75,554 

29.7 

22,417 

9,790 

43.7% 

7,230 

32.2% 

5,397 

24.1% 

SOMERSET 

58,669 

32.0 

18,764 

4,320 

23.0% 

5,873 

31.3% 

8,571 

45.7% 

STEARNS 

89,327 

34.4 

30,737 

6,803 

22.1% 

10,639 

34.6% 

13,295 

43.2% 

TOTAL 

223,550 

32.1 

71,918 

20,913 

29. 1% 

23,742 

33.0% 

27,263 

37.9% 

I 


TABLE  II 


DANIEL  BOONE  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  KENTUCKY 

Coapartaants  Included  In  Habitat  Manageaent  Area 
(By  District) 


London  District 

Soaerset  District 

Staarns  District 

4049-4105 

5018-5020 

6001-6014 

4201-4207 

5027-5032 

6016-6068 

4210-4235 

5035-5054 

6071 

5057-5073 

6082-6084 

5075-5086 

6087-6092 

6100-6110 

6114-6123 

6126-6135 

6144 

6146-6149 

6162-6164 

6235-6241 

TABLE  III 

DANIEL  BOONE  NATIONAL  TORE8T  -  EENTDCKY 
Status  of  Cluatar  in  Bub-Populations 


p\|h-PopulAtion 

#  Active 

#  inactive 

Tear  Last 

Active 

A 

1 

9 

— 

B 

2 

4 

— 

c 

0 

11 

1987 

D 

0 

3 

1986 

E 

0 

2 

1987 

Management  Intensity  Levels  Nil  4 


TABLE  V 

DANIEL  BOOHE  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  KENTUCKY 
Coapartsanta  Includad  in  Sub-Populations 


Sub- 

Sub- 

Sub- 

Sub- 

sub- 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

A 

B 

C 

D 

1 

4049 

4215-4228 

4092-4093 

6023-6025 

6127-6128 

4054-4064 

5068 

5029-5032 

6030-6035 

6130-6133 

4068-4090 

5039-5042 

6037-6045 

6148-6149 

4095-4102 

5045-5052 

6051-6052 

4105 

5059-5063 

6060-6066 

4201-4206 

5072-5079 

4210-4211 

5084-5086 

6005-6006 

TABLE  IV 


DANIEL  BOONE  NATIONAL  FOREST  -  KENTUCKY 
Aorss  Pin*-P in* /Hardwood  in  Sub-Populations 


Sub-Population 

Aorss 

Pin*- 

Pin*/ Hardwood 

Acres 

in  Diff*r*nt  Ago  Groups 
% 

>80 

30-80 

<30 

A 

11,206 

5, 105 

3,841 

2,260 

46% 

34% 

20% 

B 

6,141 

2,423 

1,872 

1,846 

40% 

30% 

30% 

C 

11,856 

3,023 

3,445 

5,  388 

26% 

29% 

45% 

D 

10,435 

2,565 

3,104 

4 , 766 

25% 

30% 

45% 

E 

1,858 

122 

1,098 

638 

7% 

59% 

34% 

TOTAL 

41,496 

13,238 

13,360 

14 , 898 

32% 

32% 

36% 
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FIGURE  1. 

SELECTED  STRUCTURAL  COMPONENTS  OF  STANDS 
MANAGED  FOR  RED-COCKADED  WOODPECKERS 
VALUES  ARE  AVERAGES  BASED  ON  0.02  HA  CIRCULAR  PLOTS 
Bienville  (n  -  280)  Noxubee  (n  -  240) 
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There  is  no  apparent  attempt  to  mitigate  the  adverse  biological,  social,  or  economic  impacts 
from  this  proposal.  The  impacts  are  generally  dismissed  as  minimal  from  a  regional 
perspective  without  attempting  to  quantify  on  a  local  basis.  In  recent  years,  we  have  seen  this 
approach  erode  the  national  timber  sale  program  from  10-12  billion  board  feet  annually  down 
to  slightly  more  than  4  billion  in  1994.  We  have  seen  the  Region  8  program  drop  from  1.2 
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population  increases  due  to  artificial  cavities  should  not  be  used  as  a 
criterion  for  estimation  of  the  health  of  a  population  and  its  management 
intensity  level.  The  differential  use  of  Management  Intensity  Levels  tn  the 
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fragmentation  and  in  particular,  those  of  small  RCW  populations.  The  DEIS  fails  to  p»operly 
address  research  to  the  contrary  and  also  fails  to  note  that  even  within  the  Scientific  Summit 
(sponsored  by  the  National  Wildlife  Federation)  there  "was  no  agreement  as  to  what 
constituted  fragmentation.”  (Gene  W.  Wood  Comments  on  the  Summary  Report  of  the 
Scientific  Summit  on  the  RCW,  June  26,  1990  --  ATTACHMENT  1). 
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Response  to  Comments  in  Letters  No.  213  through  254 


From:  _ various  commenters 


A  number  of  letters  were  received  after  the  close  of  the  comment  period  on  the 
Draft  EIS  but  had  been  postmarked  before  that  date.  These  comments,  as  with 
all  previous  comments,  were  read  and  considered  both  individually  and 
collectively.  However,  while  the  FEIS  responds  to  these  comments,  we  have  not 
included  individual  responses  to  all  of  them.  The  fact  that  these  letters  are 
not  displayed  in  the  final  EIS  in  no  way  indicates  a  diminished  consideration 
for  their  input  to  the  process.  We  merely  had  to  draw  the  line  somewhere  for 
publication  of  letters.  All  letters  received  are  available  in  the  project  NEPA 
f  ile . 

In  reviewing  these  documents  we  determined  that  the  comment  by  comment 
responses  supplied  above,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  essentially  responded  to 
all  of  their  concerns. 

The  following  are  a  number  of  comments  (paraphrased)  that  were  sufficiently 
unique  that  we  felt  they  warranted  specific  responses: 

COMMENT:  The  nature  of  the  Forest  Service's  policies  and/or  restrictions 
regarding  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  extraction  in  or  near  the  RCW  HMAs 
should  be  explained  better. 

RESPONSE:  Leasable  minerals  and  how  they  are  affected  by  the  RCW 

strategy,  are  discussed  in  the  FEIS  in  Chapter  3.  Effects  of  the 
strategy  on  this  resource  vary  by  alternative.  Measures  that  must  be 
taken  to  allow  permittees  to  exercise  their  mineral  rights  are 
described  there  including  surface  occupancy,  clearing,  access,  as  well 
as  when  the  Forest  Service  might  be  charged  with  "taking"  rights. 
Mitigation  measures  are  also  discussed. 

COMMENT:  Commentor  suggests  that  the  Service  acquire  more  land  for 

management  of  the  RCW  to  avoid  impacts  on  private  landowners. 

RESPONSE:  Comment  noted.  The  EIS  addresses  adjacent  private  lands  in 

terms  of  populations  of  RCW  that  are  affected  by  our  management, 
however,  it  does  not  address  acquisition  of  additional  lands  for  RCW 
management  purposes. 

COMMENT:  National  Forest  lands  were  purchased  for  growing  timber  and 

incidental  stream  protection.  FS  is  violating  this  purpose  when  it  manages 
lands  for  the  RCW. 

RESPONSE:  The  National  Forest  lands  are  to  be  managed  to  provide  for 

multiple-use  purposes.  Wildlife  is  specifically  named  as  one  of  those 
uses  in  the  Multiple  Use  Sustained  Yield  Act  of  1960.  The  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973  requires  Federal  land  management  agencies  to 


manage  lands  to  conserve  species  facing  extinction  (endangered 
species) . 

COMMENT:  Terminology  in  the  DEIS  is  a  problem.  The  terms  "Invalid 

Cluster"  and  "Destroyed  Cluster"  are  not  clear  and  need  to  be  improved  so 
they  can  be  understood  better  by  readers . 

RESPONSE:  Both  of  the  terms  mentioned  by  the  commenter  have  been 

changed  to  add  to  clarity  as  a  result  of  this  comment. 


Response  to  Comments  in  Letters  No.  255  through  274 


From:  _ various  commenters 


Another  group  includes  letters  that  were  mailed  (post  marked)  and  received 
after  the  close  of  the  comment  period.  While  read  and  considered  in  the 
development  of  the  FEIS,  these  letters  will  not  be  reproduced  or  responded  to 
here . 


*U.S 


G.P.O.: 1995-665-637 


ITEM  3 


1022402261 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of 
race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs  and  marital  or  familial  status.  (Not  all  prohib¬ 
ited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of 
program  information  (braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  the  USDA  Office  of  Communications  at  (202) 
720-5881  (voice)  or  (202)  720-7808  (TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  DC 
20250,  or  call  (202)  720-7327  (voice)  or  (202)  720-1127  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employment  opportunity  employer. 


